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A LETTER FROM THE
DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS

The 2023-24 academic year featured more memorable moments
for Miami Athletics, including two individual national champion-
ships, record-setting performances in the classroom, generous
acts of community service, and continuous upgrades to facilities
and resources to help our student-athletes compete at the highest
level.

Alexa Noel became the third Hurricane in history to capture the
NCAA women’s tennis singles crown. She was also named ACC
Player of the Year. Russell Robinson won the NCAA men’s indoor
triple jump title and took silver in the outdoor triple jump. Alexa and
Russell were two of our 14 All-Americans and we also had eight
ACC individual champions.

Eleven teams advanced to postseason play, including men’s out-

door track and field, which posted its best-ever NCAA finish (tied

for 10th) and women’s tennis, which made the NCAA Sweet 16 for

the 25th time in program history. Although we did not meet our ex-

pectationsin terms of overall NCAA postseason appearances, rest
assured we are working hard to give our coaches the resources and support they need to compete at the high-
estlevelin 2024-25 and beyond.

The future looks bright for the Hurricanes. Our 2024 football recruiting class ranked fourth in the country and
firstinthe ACC. Our 2024 men’s basketball recruiting class ranked eighth nationally and second in the confer-
ence. Our quest for success is the result of a collective effort -- the commitment of our 400-plus student-ath-
letes; the dedication of our coaches and staff; and the continued support we receive from our University lead-
ership, donors, alumni and supporters throughout our South Florida community and around the world.

Our student-athletes are UM students first and foremost and they put together an incredible year on the aca-
demic front. Our cumulative grade point average for the Spring 2024 semester was a department-record 3.23;
72 percent of our student-athletes posted a GPA of 3.0 or better and 37 of those student-athletes had a 4.0
GPA.

We earned an NCAA Graduation Success Rate of 94 percent, and our NCAA Academic Progress Rate score
was 996 — both department records. It was the eighth consecutive year and 11th year in the past 12 that UM
has earned a four-year average GSR rate of 90 percent or higher, and 12 UM programs achieved APR perfect
scores of 1,000 for the 2022-23 academic year. | am proud of our student-athletes for the work they do in the
classroom, and | am also grateful to our coaches and academic services staff for helping our student-athletes
continue to succeed in their academic efforts.
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We encourage a servant mentality across Miami Athletics and our student-athletes take that mindset to heart.
We finished second nationally in the 2023 NCAA Team Works Community Service Competition — one year
after winning the competition — and once again garnered 100 percent student-athlete participation. Our stu-
dent-athletes also continue to take advantage of the numerous leadership, professional and civic engagement
opportunities offered through our Student-Athlete Development office.

Miami Athletic Development has raised more than $45 millionin gifts and commitments over the past two fiscal
years from nearly 20,000 supporters. In addition, our total raised for the Ever Brighter Campaign, which will
conclude as we reach UM’s centennial in 2025, is nearing $190 million. We also raised more than $1 million in
direct support of women'’s athletics through our Together 4 Her Campaign. Thank you to all our supporters for
making a difference in the experience for our student-athletes!

On the facility front, we recently completed numerous upgrades to the Knight Complex, home to our volleyball
program, and opened a new, 8,500-square-feet rowing training facility on campus. We will soon be embarking
ona15,600-square-foot expansion of the Carol Soffer Indoor Practice Facility, which will include a new football
weight room.

Thank you for your continued investment in Miami Athletics. Your generous support helps our student-athletes
pursue their dreams, both on the field at the highest level of college athletics, and off the field at a world-class
institution that is a member of the prestigious Association of American Universities. We look forward to seeing
you cheer on the Canes throughout the 2024-25 academic year.

i,

Dan Radakovich
Vice President / Director of Athletics

1 L B MiamiHurricanes.com 5



TABLE OF
CONTENTS

Editor-In-Chief: Christy Cabrera Chirinos

Assistant Editor: Carter Toole
Art Director/Production: Leo Ramos
Assistant Art Director: Kevin Ortiz

Photo Credits: Megan Barnes, Brock Borgeson,
Justin Fitzpatrick, Kylie Greenwell, Eli Heatley,
James Knable, Raul Maristany, Miami Athletics,
Tessa Mortensen, Kevin Ortiz, Macy Parmer,
Rick Remmert, JC Ridley, Grace Schinsing, The
ACC, Noah Thomas, Josh White, Rhona Wise.

Printing: Solo Printing

University of Miami Athletics
5821San Amaro Drive

Coral Gables, FL 33146

(305) 284-6699
miamihurricanes.com

6 Hurricanes Magazine - Summer 202/ s 5



RSHIP TRIP

20
(11§

ION OF
ATHLETICS

e,
=

wo
Qv

I J MiamiHurricanes.com 7



YEAR IN REVIEW:

By Christy Cabrera Chirinos

There were, once again, more than
a few memorable Miami moments
over the course of the last year.

Two Hurricanes were crowned in-
dividual national champions in their
respective sports. More than a few
new faces made their presence
felt, not just in Coral Gables, but
on fields and courts all across the
ACC.

And fromthe fallto the spring, there
were games and performances to
remember.

In early March, senior Russell Rob-
inson — who came to Miami as a
walk-on from Windermere, Fla. —
became the 18th national champi-
onin Hurricanes track and field his-
tory when he won the triple jump
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national title with a school record
breaking mark of 16.76 meters at
the NCAA Division | Indoor Track
and Field Championships in Bos-
ton.

Less than three months later, red-
shirt junior Alexa Noel stormed
through the NCAA Singles Cham-
pionship and became the third indi-
vidual to win a national title for the
women'’s tennis program.

But Robinson and Noel weren't the
only ones to make headlines this
year.

After a breakout season that saw
him collect 37 tackles, 9.5 tackles
for loss and 7.5 sacks, freshman
Rueben Bain, Jr. was named the
ACC Defensive Rookie of the Year.

And in the spring, Daniel Cuvet hit
24 home runs to break slugger Pat
Burrell's freshman home run re-
cord. Cuvet was then named a con-
sensus Freshman All-American by
multiple media outlets.

Eight Hurricanes won ACC titles,
and 14 earned All-American sta-
tus. Eleven teams advanced to the

postseason and now, with summer
in full swing, it's time for Miami's stu-
dent-athletes and coaches to cele-
brate their accomplishments, while

looking forward — and preparing —
for the new seasons that await.

Here, a look back at the year that
was in Hurricanes athletics...
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2023-24 ATHLETIC
DEVELOPMENT
HIGHLIGHTS

Miami Athletic Development has
raised more than $45 millionin gifts
and commitments over the past
two fiscal years. In addition, the ath-
letic department’s total raised for
the Ever Brighter Campaign, which
will conclude when the University
of Miami reaches its centennial in
2025, is nearing $190 million.

The donations from nearly 20,000
annual supporters benefit all ar-
eas of Miami Athletics, including
the Hurricane Club annual fund,
Athletic Director’s Society, facility
projects and the Together 4 Her
campaign, which has raised more
than $1 million in direct support of
women's athletics. Many support-
ers have also assisted the depart-
ment's Name, Image & Likeness

program by contributing to Canes
Connection, the Official NIL Col-
lective of Miami Athletics.

“I'would like to thank the thousands

of Hurricanes supporters who con-
tinue toinvest in the vision of Miami

Athletics,” Vice President/Director
of Athletics Dan Radakovich said.
‘Their generosity ensures we can

provide the best resources and

support to compete at the highest
level and make a positiveimpact on

our student-athletes on and off the
field.”

This past year Miami Athletics
opened the Symons Basketball
Training Center — a $3 million,
state-of-the-art training facility
for men's and women's basket-

ball. The center covers more than
7,500 square feet. It includes the
Jimmy and Kim Klotz strength and
conditioning room, recovery area,
nutrition bar and office space for
support and medical staff, nearly
tripling the size of the programs’
previous training facilities.

Miami Athletics also recently com-
pleted numerous upgrades to
the Knight Complex, home to the
Canes’ volleyball program, and
opened a new, 8,500-square-feet
rowing training facility on campus.
The department will soon be em-
barking on a 15,600-square-foot
expansion of the Carol Soffer In-
door Practice Facility, which will
include a new football weight room.
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2023-24 COMMUNITY
SERVICE HIGHLIGHTS

University of Miami student-ath- three-month competition, the Hur-

letes were once again among the
best in the nation when it came to
community outreach during the
2023-24 academic year.

The Hurricanes totaled 8,164 hours
of community service from June

ricanes totaled 4,439 community
service hours, resulting in an eco-
nomic impact of $141,190.

‘ want to congratulate our stu-
dent-athletes for placing second
in the NCAA Community Service

2023 through May 2024. The Hur- Challenge,” Vice President/Direc-

ricanes had five individual teams
rank among the top 10 nationally in
their respective sport during that
span.

Miami finished No. 1in the Atlantic

tor of Athletics Dan Radakovich
said. “Our student-athlete devel-
opment staff cultivates a culture
of service at Miami, which our stu-
dent-athletes have taken to heart.”

Coast Conference and second na- Miami had 100 percent of its stu-
tionally in the 2023 NCAA Com- dent-athletes participate in at least

munity Service Challenge, which
ran from September 15 through

one community service activity,
ranging from participation in the

matched 122 student-athletes
with students at local elementary
schools to a Day of Giving, when
the football team delivered Thanks-
giving meals to families in the Mi-
ami-Dade Foster and Adoptive
Parent Association. Student-ath-
letes also participated in a food
drive competition against in-state
rival Florida State.

‘I am extremely proud of our stu-

dent-athletes and their commit-
ment to our community,” Associate
Director of Student-Athlete Devel-
opment Jess Hurley said. “They
have helped us create a culture of
giving that has become a point of
passion and purpose for the Miami

December 15, 2023. During that school's Pen Pal program, which Hurricanes.”
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2023-24 ACADEMIC
HIGHLIGHTS

University of Miami student-ath-
letes set numerous department re-
cords in the classroom during the
2023-24 academic year.

Miami set a school record by post-
ing an NCAA Graduation Success
Rate (GSR) of 94 percent, which
marks the eighth consecutive year
and 11th year in the past 12 that
Miami has earned a four-year av-
erage rate of 90 percent or higher.
UM also set a school record in the
NCAA's Academic Progress Rate
report, recording an APR of 996.
Twelve programs posted a perfect
APR score of 100 percent during
the 2022-23 school year.

During the Spring 2024 semester,

Miami student-athletes posted a
cumulative grade point average
of 3.23 — which set a department
record — and their semester GPA
of 3.28 was second only to the
COVID-19 semester of Spring
2020. Seventy-two percent of
student-athletes recorded a GPA
of 3.0 or higher this past semester
and 37 had a4.0 GPA.

“l am proud of our student-athletes
for posting such impressive aca-
demic numbers,” Vice President/
Director of Athletics Dan Rada-
kovich said. “It's a reflection of their
commitment to the classroom, as
well as the continued support of
our coaches and academic sup-
port staff.”

During spring commencement
exercises, 80 student-athletes
earned their degrees, led by the
football team with 17 graduates, in-
cluding first-team All-ACC kicker
Andy Borregales and wide receiv-
er Xavier Restrepo. The list also
includes 2023 NCAA Midwest
Regional Most Outstanding Player
Nijel Pack from men’s basketball;
golfer Sara Byrne, who was recent-
ly selected to the Arnold Palmer
Cup's international team; women'’s
tennis singles national champion
Alexa Noel; three-time ACC men’s
diving champion Max Flory; and
ACC postgraduate scholarship re-
cipients Ben Chestnutt (baseball)
and Isabella Pfennig (women’s
tennis).
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FACES
IN THE
CROWD

By Christy Cabrera Chirinos

In each edition of Hurricanes Magazine, we'll spotlight some of the student-athletes who are ris-
ing above the competition in each of their respective sports and making a difference for Miami.

Our summer edition includes a pair of rookie sensations, a track All-American and conference
champion, as well as a rowing standout who helped Miami put together one of its best seasons
on the water inrecent memory.

Get to know Hurricanes Daniel Cuvet, Aaliah Dawson, Ace Malone, and Deisiane Teixeira.




Daniel Cuvet, Freshman
Fort Lauderdale native Daniel Cuvet arrived in Coral Gables with high expectations af-
ter animpressive high school career that featured time at both St. Thomas Aquinas High
School and the Elite Squad Baseball Academy. It didn’t take long for him to animpression
— and to start rewriting the Miami record book. Cuvet finished his first season in orange
and green with 24 home runs, breaking the freshman record previously held by slugger
Pat Burrell. Cuvet also finished just one homer short of tying the all-time, single-season
school record set by Phil Lane in 1982. Cuvet totaled 75 RBI, a number that led all Divi-
sion|freshmen, and he became the first Miami freshman to lead the Hurricanesin average
(.351),home runs and RBIin the program’s 80-year history. At season’s end, he was named
afreshman All-American by multiple media outlets and earned spots on both the All-F-ACC
Freshman Team and All-ACC Second Team.

Aaliah Dawson, Junior

Miami’s rowing team had one of its best seasons in recent memory and Aaliah

Dawson proved to be one of the Hurricanes’ biggest contributors allyear long. The

Australian was part of the First Varsity Eight boat and was on the crew recognized

as the ACC Crew of the Week after Miami won the Sunshine State Invitational in

March. That race marked the first-ever first place finish for the first varsity eight in

nearly a decade of competition at the Sunshine State Invite. Later in the season,
Dawson was part of the crew that helped the Hurricanes finish fifth at the ACC

Championships, tying the program’s best finish at the conference championship

since the field expanded to nine programs in 2015. Dawson was named a first-
team All-ACC selection and also earned a spot on the All-FACC Academic Team.

Ace Malone, Freshman

A former Colorado state champion in the 400 meters, Ace Malone came to Mi-
ami looking to make an impact and he did exactly that. In his first appearance at

the ACC Outdoor Track & Field Championships, the freshman sprinter clocked a

time of 46.08 seconds in the 400m, a mark that ranks second fastest in program

history, was good enough to earn fifth at the conference championship meet and

helped him earn First-Team All-ACC honors. He also helped the men’'s 4x400m

relay team earn a bronze medal at the ACC championships with a time of 3:04.65.
In March, Malone was named the ACC men’s Rookie of the Week after posting a

time of 20.83 seconds in the 200m. In June, he earned an even bigger honor: ACC

Men's Track Rookie of the Year.

Deisiane Teixeira, Junior

A one-time national champion at the junior college level, Deisiane Teixeira made
history during her first season as a Hurricane. In her first outdoor meet at Miami,
Teixeira set anew school record in the javelin with her throw of 53.98 meters at the
Hurricane Collegiate Invitational. That earned her recognition as the ACC Field
Performer of the Week and set the tone for a season that ended with Teixeira win-
ning the conference title and earning All-American honors. At the ACC Outdoor
Track & Field Championships, she won the gold medal and notched a new per-
sonal best and school record with her throw of 55.74 meters. She later qualified
for the NCAA Outdoor Track & Field Championships where she earned first-team
All-American honors and finished in eighth place with her throw of 54.54 meters.
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CANES CONNECT
SPOTLIGHT: HER




Earlier this summer, nine Hurri-
canes student-athletes had the
opportunity to build connections
with professionals from a variety of
businesses around Atlanta as part
of the athletic department’s first
HER Leadership Trip.

The three-day professional and
leadership visit to the Georgia cap-
ital — hosted in conjunction with
the department’s Honor. Empower.
Rise Leadership Academy —includ-
ed a visit to iFolio,a woman-owned
software company based in At-
lanta, a panel with female staffers
from the U.S. Soccer Federation,
a networking dinner with Miami
alumni, leadership development
sessions with UM alums Patricia
Morgan and Dean Myers, and vis-
its to the Civil and Human Rights
Museum and Trilith Studios, where
multiple Marvel movies have been
produced.

The nine participants from four
women's sports — rowing’s Kat
Aguero, Trinity Ferebee, Haley

Gross, and Jovana Stanivuk; bas-
ketball's Cameron Williams and
Sophia Zulich; track and field’s Elle
Mezzio and Gabriella Grissom and
soccer’s Hannah Dawbarn — also
had the opportunity to take in a
game between the WNBA's Atlan-
ta Dream and Los Angeles Sparks.

It was a chance not only for the
Hurricanes to get to know their
fellow student-athletes, but to net-
work and learn more about differ-
ent career opportunities that po-
tentially await after graduation said
LaToya Farris, Miami’s Associate
Athletic Director for Student-Ath-
lete Development, Belonging and
Inclusion.

“I think during their own reflection,

they’re going to understand some
of the connections that they've
made and really try to maintain
those connections. | believe that
one of the things they saw on this
trip was the power of networking
and getting to know people with

backgrounds that are different and
realizing how helpful that could be
in whatever careers they decide to
pursue,” Farris said. “The highlight
for me was just seeing them inter-
act and engage with each other
and | was very proud of watching
them all in those different settings.
They weren't afraid to have con-
versations and talk to people that
were basically strangers to them
whenwe arrived.”
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WHERE ARE THEY
NOW? ALICIA BLAGG

By Christy Cabrera Chirinos

AliciaBlaggis atrendsetter of sorts.

Long before many of her friends,
former teammates or pop culture
fans in general embraced true
crime documentaries and pod-
casts, Blagg and her mother, Helen,
were already tuned in, watching
and engaging in spirited discus-
sions about what they saw.

The forensic  documentaries
brought a measure of routine and
were acomfort of sorts while Blagg,
a two-time Olympian and former
standout diver for the Hurricanes,
recovered from a shoulder surgery
that sidelined her in the spring of
2019 and left her wonderingif shed
be able to make her dream of com-
peting in three Olympic Games a
reality.

Ultimately, though, there would be
no delayed trip to Tokyo.

When Blagg, who dove for her na-
tive Great Britain at the London
Games in 2012 and the Rio Games
in 2016, returned to competition,
she discovered the still-lingering
pain in her shoulder made it near-
ly impossible for her to dive at the
level she wanted — and knew she
needed to be at — to return to the
sport’s biggest stage.

The three-time ACC champion be-
gan to wonder if her career was

30Hurricanes Magazine - Summer 202/ om0

over, whether it was time to start
developing a plan for the next
stage of her life.

In the end, Blagg, who double-ma-
jored in sociology and criminology
during her time at Miami, made the
decision to retire from diving at 23
and pursue another passion in her
life: detective work.

She had been warned it might be
a tough transition, but surprising-
ly enough, she found it a bit easier
than she expected.

‘I know a lot of athletes struggle
with going from being an athlete to
living ‘normal life, and | had a few
people warn me when | retired that,
‘hey, the real world is tough. Your
mental health is going to take a hit.
You're going to struggle, but I never
really felt that,” Blagg said. | think
it's because | had a passion and
plans for my future. I'm not saying
others don't have that, but | didn't
really have time to stop and think.
| retired; | went on to my master’s. |
finished my master’s; | went straight
into a job. You never know, it could
hit me a few more years down the
line. But, thankfully, 'm okay in the
real world and adult life is not too
bad.”

For Blagg, who hails from Leeds,
England, embracing her new jour-
ney first meant pursuing a master’s

degree in criminology and forensic
psychology at Edinburgh Napier
University in Scotland.

Once she earned that degree, she
applied for a job as a staffer in the
British prison system.

It was a decision that raised eye-
brows, especially given that Blagg
was eventually assigned to work in
a men's prison. But it was an expe-
rience the former diver said proved
eye-opening, educational and re-
warding.

And she quickly discovered her
diving career had unexpectedly
prepared her for her new world.

“ feel like I'm a very switched-on

person. I'm quite headstrong and
throughout my diving career and,
obviously moving to another coun-
try,Igained alot of life experiencein
everything | had done,” Blagg said.

“l was a little bit concerned goingin,

because we had to do training for
10 weeks and then you're literally
thrown in the deep end. ... It was a
whirlwind. You see some really hor-
rific sides of society, really some
horrific things. You have to deal
with things | never thought | would
be able to handle, but you find the
resiliency.

“At the end of the day, you have a

duty of care to look after people



and you still have to look after
them and put them first and just
do what you can do. You show up
every day and be the best officer
youcanbe.”

During her career as a prison
officer, Blagg found herself doing a
little bit of everything. She helped
ensure the incarcerated individu-
alsin her care had enough to eat
and got enough exercise. She
often found herself helping handle
mental health crises, tending to
medical needs and literally put out
fires on more than one occasion.

“You're everything,” she said of her
work in the prison. “You're literally
every single thing.”

What she quickly discovered,
though, was that she wasn't alone
in enduring the challenges around
her. Her fellow staffers were quick
to provide support when needed
and more often than not, she built

arapport with the men she looked
after.

“When [ first went in, you don't

know what you're walking into. You
don't know what level of respect
the men might have for you or
might not have for you. You feel like
atarget. Afterall, you'reagirlina
men'’s prison. You don't know how
it's going to go,” Blagg said. “But
what | found was that 98 percent
of them were respectful. They

had your back. If you treated them
with respect —whichis normal and
what you should do —then they
would treat you with respect. | had
a good rapport with quite a lot of
them and I'd like to think | was good
at my job.

“If anything did go down with a pris-

oner, then I'd have other prisoners
be there. Theyd talk to the pris-
oners themselves and calm the
situation down, saying things like,

‘Ms. Blagg’s okay. Don't be blowing

upat her.’ ... It was alot safer than|
originally thought, but obviously, it
could go wronag. It's not a holiday
camp. There are some horrible
times in there, but thankfully, it's
not a regular, daily occurrence.”

Blagg worked in the prison system
for more than two years before
setting her sights on her next goal:
becoming a trained police officer.
That step, she knew, would be
necessary in order toreach her
ultimate career goal of becoming a
detective.

And so, Blagg now finds herself
navigating a 17-week training
course at the police academy,
where she is involved with the de-
tective apprenticeship program.

Inthree years —after working as a
police officer —she hopestobe a
full-fledged detective.

To make that possible, she’s learn-

3 MiamiHurricanes.com 31



ing the ins and outs of the British
judicial system, from how to make
sure suspects are arrested cor-
rectly to how to protect herself
when she’s on patrol.

She jokes the work has taken a
physical toll on her too, even with
her athletic background.

“As a police officer, you have to
know all the laws, all the legislation.
There’s so much to learn,” Blagg
said. “It's quite overwhelming.
We're learning about use of force,
how to protect yourself and how
to do all the physical side of things.
We're on our fourth day and no
word of a lie, | was crawling up my
stairs today. My body is battered
and bruised. | haven't felt this bad
since | was training [to dive]. There
is such a physical side to it, and
you want to make sure you do ev-
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erything correctly. It's very, very in-
tense, very nerve-wracking.

‘You're a police officer. It's a very
important role. You're there to pro-
tect the public. ... It's about keeping
everyone safe. It's been eye-open-
ing, but it's something I've always
wanted to do, and | don’'t have any
regrets.”

And more than once throughout
her post-diving journey, Blagg says
she hasrelied on the skillsand work
ethic she honed as a Hurricane.

Her time in orange and green
taught her how to work through
challenges and how to manage her
time.

Those skills, and so many others,
have helped make it easier for her
to navigate her new career.

“Sports definitely teaches you re-

silience. Every day is different. You
could have a good training ses-
sion; you could have a bad train-
ing session. You never know how
your day is going to go and that’s
kind of what it’s like working in the
public sector,” Blagg said. “You
don't know what you're walking
into. You're under pressure. You're
constantly running to perform. You
want to do your best, and that fits
into these types of jobs. ...

“The work ethic that | got from Mi-

ami has definitely helped me. It's
going to help me throughout my
entire life. | owe so much to Miami,
for what they've done and how
they've prepared me for my future.”
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BUILDING
COMMUNITY:
COURTS FOR KIDS

By Christy Cabrera Chirinos

Wesley Bissainthe figured there
would be challenges.

After all, building a basketball court

from scratch couldn’t be easy. And

he and his teammates had been

told they could expect tough con-
ditions when they arrived in the

small town of Cabezu, a communi-
ty of about 150 families living in the

eastern Dominican Republic.

But it wasnt until he, defensive
lineman Akheem Mesidor, de-
fensive back Daryl Porter Jr., and
running back Terrell Walden Il ac-
tually laid eyes on the muddy, rock-
filled patch of land they would be
transforming that Bissainthe truly
grasped the scope of the project
ahead of them.

‘I knew going there it was going
to be tough and it was definitely
something different, something I'm
not used to,” Bissainthe said. “But it
definitely took me out of my com-
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fort zone.”

Unfazed by what they encountered,
Bissainthe and the Hurricanes —
who were joined in the Dominican
Republic on the trip put together
by the Courts for Kids charitable
organization by football staffers
Jorge Baez, Reggie Bain, Justin
Fitzpatrick and Eli Heatley — put
their heads down and got to work.

For six days, they cleared rocks,
mixed cement and battled the ele-
ments, which ranged from tropical
downpours to blistering tempera-
tures.

And when they finished at the work
site, theyd head back to the local
church where they were stay-
ing, scarf down some dinner and
spend time playing Uno, Monopoly
ordominoes before callingitanight
and sleeping on air mattresses that,
more often than not, needed to be
re-inflated daily before doing it all

again the next day.

It was a grueling experience, but
one that ultimately proved reward-
ing beyond measure.

“The experience was definitely
out-of-body, but | loved every-
thing about it. | loved connecting
with the community and the kids.
| loved learning a new language. |
loved learning about their culture
and sharing our culture as well,”
Walden said. “It was definitely hard
work. It was definitely difficult and
definitely different, but the thing is,
while some people might shy away
from things that are different, we
embraced it. We embraced every
part of it as a group and tried our
hardest to get that court finished
and we did.”

While the Hurricanes spent a little
more than a week in the Domini-
can Republic working on the court
and connecting with members of



the local community, their efforts
began long before their flight de-
parted Miami International Airport
in early May.

Because classes were still in ses-
sion and final exams were still being
administered when they left for the
Caribbean, Bissainthe, Mesidor,
Porter and Walden had to ensure
their academic responsibilities
were taken care of before their trip.

To that end, the group worked with
Miami's academic advising staff
and their professors to complete
assignments before they were due
and, in some cases, even took their
exams ahead of schedule to ensure
they could make the trip.

That support from the University,
Walden said, made a world of differ-
ence.

“For me, | had to move a lot of my
finals around. As a pre-law student,
our finals are not really flexible. ...
But my teachers were gracious
enough to let me take my finals ear-
ly so | could get them out of the way
and be able to go on the trip,” the
running back said. “That support

meant a lot. As a student-athlete,
it's always a blessing to be able to
reach out to another community
and help. My professors saw that in
me and gave me the opportunity to
do my finals early so | could go help
these people.”

It wasn't just Miami’'s academic ad-
vising team and faculty that helped
the Hurricanes prepare for their
life-changing trip.

The Hurricanes' equipment room,
led by Director of Equipment Oper-
ations Sam Nichols, made sure the
team traveling to the Dominican Re-
public had the appropriate shoes,
glovesandgeartodothenecessary
construction work on the court.

Meanwhile, Katie Kassel, Miami's
Director of Football Nutrition, made
sure the team had enough healthy
food to ensure none of the four stu-
dent-athletes on the trip lost any of
the gains theyd made during the
Hurricanes off-season training
program. And Adam Bennett, the
football team’s head athletic trainer,
packed a kit with first-aid supplies
that came in handy while the play-
ers and staff were in the Dominican

Republic.

“I'm so proud of the University of Mi-
ami, that | work at the University of
Miami because of everything every-
one did to make this trip happen,”
said Baez, the football program’s
Director of Player Development.
“When things became kind of gray,
the University of Miami stepped up
and was like, ‘Hey, wel'll fill in. We'll
get thisdone.”

Added Walden, “It wasn'tjust us that
built that court. It was everyone from
the equipment staff to the opera-
tions staff, to the creative team and
nutrition. Of course, it was just the
eight of us that went, but the whole
organization did this together.”

While some members of the foot-
ball support staff provided help from
a distance, two — Fitzpatrick and
Heatley —were more hands-on.

The two members of the football
program's creative team traveled
with Bissainthe, Mesidor, Porter,
Walden, Baez and Bain to docu-
ment the efforts that went into build-
ing the basketball court.
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But it didn't take long for Fitzpatrick
and Heatley to put down their cam-
eras and begin pushing wheelbar-
rows themselves to help make the
court areality.

“It was just really, really rough con-
ditions and the biggest thing for us
was making sure the court was fin-
ished,” said Fitzpatrick, the football
program’s Creative Director. “We
were like, ‘You know what? We
can only get so much footage of
guys lugging cement and pushing
wheelbarrows, so we might as well
get out there and do it, too.” Every-
body was working. Everybody was
so wet and so dirty. | couldn't just
sit there and take pictures. | just
couldn’tdo that. So, yeah, we gotin
there and started working.”

Added Heatley, Miami's Associate
Director for Creative Services, “We
didn't just want to be those guys
with cameras. ... We wanted [the
student-athletes] to know we were
in there with them. We're not just
there to show them struggling and
forcing them to be happy in front of
a lens. We wanted to show them
with everything they were doing,
we were willing to go through it
with them and I'm really proud of
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them. They went out there and
a few of them maybe didn't even
know what they were getting into.
But they went out there and did it,
got involved with the community,
smiling, dancing, having fun with
the kids and the adults. No mat-
ter how tough the work was, they
were still happy and willing to keep

going.”

That willingness to keep going,
even through all the challenges
they encountered, meant that by
week’s end, the court was finished
and so, the Hurricanes spent their
final day in the Dominican Republic
connecting with the childrenin the
community.

They visited a local school where
there were races, baseball games
and heart-to-heart conversations
that made a lasting impact. Even
after returning to Miami, several
of the players — including Porter —
have continued to chat with some
of the youngsters they met in the
Dominican Republic viaFaceTime.

It was, for all the players and staff
who made the trip with Courts for
Kids, an experience that won't be
forgotten anytime soon. And the

hope is that the court they built
will give the community of Cabe-
zu something to enjoy for years to
come.

‘It was amazing, just seeing how
hard [the community] worked with
us,” Bissainthe said. “They were
working with no shoes on, no shirts
on. But they worked so hard, and
they wanted that court so bad.
They knew they were going to be
playing on it all the time, so every-
body in that community took partin
it and they worked on it every day
with us like their lives depended on
it."

Said Walden, “Even though there
was alanguage barrier, we did have
translators with us, so we tried to
give [the children] as much wisdom
as we could in that short amount of
time. And just something as small
as playing ball with them, they had
such gratitude. They appreciat-
ed everything. That's one reason
| loved doing it. They appreciated
it so much. It's uncommon. People
don’t usually come there and do
that for them. I’'m glad | was able to
doit.”
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KNOW ..

By Christy Cabrera Chirinos




Alexa Noel has already had the op-
portunity to play on some of tennis’
biggest stages.

During her remarkable juniors
career, she was a runner-up at
Wimbledon. She also starred in
the juniors tournaments at the US
Open, the Australian Open and the
French Open, too.

Now, Noel is headed back to New
York — this time as part of the main
draw at the US Open.

It's an honor she earned as this

year’s winner of the NCAA Singles

Championship and it's an opportu-
nity the redshirt junior from Summit,
New Jersey said she isn't taking for
granted.

“I can remember people asking me
when | was young ‘What do you
want to do? Where do you want to
go with tennis?’ and living in New
Jersey, being 20 miles from [New
York City], to play at home in my first
[Grand] Slam is incredible,” Noel
said. “Regardless of how it goes,
it's going to be a moment | never
forget.”

Itll be the latest memorable mo-
ment in a year filled with them for
the Miami standout.

In May, Noel became the third Hur-
ricane women's tennis player to
win an individual singles national
championship under head coach
Paige Yaroshuk-Tews when she
capped a remarkable week in
Oklahoma with a three-set come-
back win over Georgia's Anastasiia
Lopata that earned her congratula-
tions from the likes of tennis super-
star Coco Gauff and WNBA sensa-
tion Caitlin Clark.

And earlier in the season, Noel
was the driving force behind one
of Miami’s biggest wins of the sea-
son — an upset of then-No. 9 —and
eventual national champion — Tex-
as A&M.

In that match, Noel won a three-
set thriller over Mary Stoiana, who,
at the time, was the nation's top-
ranked player.

Since, Noel has earned I[TA
All-American recognition for the
third time in her career and was
named a finalist for the Honda
Sport Award.

Hurricanes Magazine asked Noel
to take us through her unforgetta-
ble seasonin Coral Gables.

Here's what she had to say, in her
ownwords.

Hurricanes Magazine: You've had

some time now to process your big

week at the NCAA Singles Cham-
pionship. What's it been like for you

to settle into your new reality as a

national champion?

Alexa Noel: “It's been interesting,
to say the least. My dad said it the
best, | think. Right after the match,
he said, ‘'Youknow what, Alexa? You
believe in it, you believe in yourself,
| believe in you so much, but until
it really happens, you just keep on
believing and you keep on trusting
that it will happen. And then when
it happens, wow, it's real.” | think
that’s really accurate. | like that he
said that. I'm still kind of like, ‘Wow.
That happened. This is real.’ It's a
lot right now, but it's new. It's a new
feeling. ... | mean, | gained like 350
followers on Instagram in four days
and it's weird to see. Even when
| had success in junior [tennis], |

never received this type of atten-
tion. So, I'm still trying to navigate
how to kind of put all of that to the
side and still find time for these mo-
ments and find time to remember,
‘Hey, you're still a tennis player. You
have a tournament coming up.’ But
it's been good. This is everything |
ever wanted out of college tennis.
It's different, but it's amazing.”

HM: The NCAA Singles Champi-
onship can be really grueling, with
day-after-day of high-stakes ten-
nis and some challenging travel.
How did you navigate everything
that week?

AN: “Once we got there and set-
tled in and practiced for the first
time on the courts, it was great.
The team | had there — [Hurricanes
teammates Isabella Pfennig and
Xinyi Nong] were still there at the
beginning of the tournament, [as-
sistant athletic trainer] Hannah
[White], [head coach] Paige [Yaro-
shuk-Tews], [assistant coach] Alex
[Santos], [assistant director of
communications] Macy [Parmer],
my family ... they’re all really good
at keeping things extremely light,
andinagood mood, happy ... | think
that's what | needed and appreci-
ated the most. It's a stressful week,
especially with someone like me
or someone that really wants to
do well at the tournament and do
some damage. It takes a lot out of
you every day. ... It's not even just
the match itself, but preparing for
the matches, how much are you
going to eat? Did you recover well
last night? Did you sleep enough?
We all just did a really good job of
managing the time, enjoying the
time off the court. There was a day
we stopped and looked at some
cows on the way
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to dinner. We acted like normal
people off the court, and | think that
was probably the best way to ap-
proach it, mentally.”

HM: You trailed in that champion-
ship match. How were you able to
rally and at what point did you start
to feel the match shift your way?

AN: “| kept telling myself “You're not
down. You're not losing.” | mean, |
was, but | was just kind of playing
a trick on myself. ... | actually went
down 5-4 in the second. | held,
played a really good game and
then at that point, | was like, ‘If you
can go three sets, you can outlast
anybody in the country. And that
third set was ugly tennis. | was not
playing beautiful, ball-striking ten-
nis, but it came down to legs and
heart and desire and not to take
anything away from my opponent —
she wanted it as bad as | did —but it
was just a mindset.

“l think Paige helped me alot in that
moment, too. She was like, “You
can play that same type of tennis
you're playing right now and if you
do,you're going tolose. Or you can
play a different way. You might lose,
but you'llhave away higher chance
to pull this second set out and end
up winning the match if you adjust.’
| started to have more positive self-
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talk, | started to play a little bit clos-
er to the baseline, which changed

the rhythm of the rallies a little bit

and get to the net afew times more.
That really changed everything, |

think.”

HM: Youre the third individual
women'’s tennis player to win a na-
tional title while working with Yaro-
shuk-Tews. What does it mean to
add to that legacy?

AN: “Alot.... When | got in the trans-
fer portal, | knew | had my eyes set

onMiamibeforeweeventalkedand

when we eventually started talking,
| told Paige straight up, ‘1 want to

win a national championship and |

think you can help me do it She'’s

strongandjust agreat a person, so

withinhervaluesand...she waslike,
Tcandoit. I will help you. We'llmake

this possible for you.” It meant a lot

to me that she was willing to pour
as much of herself into me as | was

into her and the program. That part

makes it extra special. We have a

great relationship where | know

she wants me to succeed. ...

“And then, not only that, to add in

the fact that I'm following in the
steps of Audra [Cohen] and Estela
[Perez-Somarriba] and be a part
of that legacy at Miami is incredi-
ble. It's something nobody can ever

take away fromyou.”

HM: When you made the decision
to transfer after your first two sea-
sons at lowa, why did you choose
Miami?

AN: ‘| think there were multiple
things that went into it. When |
think about it, | love South Florida.
| trained — and still train — in Delray
Beach, outside of training at school.
| really wanted to come back. Play-
ing outside all year-round, that’s
really important to me, just being
able totraininthe heat consistently.
But ultimately, it was the program,
and it was Paige. | had known be-
fore committing to Miami, through
friends or people that played in the
ACC,whatPaige wasllike,anditwas
something | wanted. It's something
| knew would be hard, but some-
thing | knew | needed to eventual-
ly become successful. | think the
hard part of allit was that there’'s no
guarantee. You can pick the tough-
est coach in the world. You can do
everything right and pick where
you think the best place to be is
and it might not ever come for you.
Luckily,inour case, it did.... Paige is
a big part of that. And honestly, 'm
just proud of myself for committing
and being allin.”



HM: You've said the opportunity to
work with Yaroshuk-Tews was one
of the big reasons you chose Mi-
ami. What's it been like to get here
and work with her?

AN: “I knew it would be a challenge.
Paige runs a tight ship, and | don't
mean that in a bad way at all. | think
it's a great thing. She cares a lot
about development instead of just
purelyresults....Ilknowlcanbevery
results oriented and | think that’s a
good thing, in a sense, because I'm
very competitive. But at the same
time, you need to be able to let your
guard down and take some hits
to improve. ... If | could do it all over
again, and have the same hard con-
versations and the same hard prac-
tices,Iddoitinaheartbeat.”

HM: As an NCAA national champi-
on, you have the opportunity now
to go play in the US Open main
draw as awild card. What does that
opportunity mean to you?

AN: “It is absolutely crazy. It is cra-
zy. It means everything to me. ... It's
a dream. It's something I've been
dreaming about since | was a kid,
since | was in sixth grade, waking
up at 5, 5:30 [a.m.] to go practice
before school, then going to school
all day and then go immediately
from school to after-school pro-
gram and be there until 9 p.m. at
night and do it all again the next day.
That’s why you do it. This opportu-
nity is exactly why you commit and
you sacrifice and you give all those
things, for the long term. It’s just a
dream.”

HM: That incredible junior career
you had, how do you think that
helped prepare you for your run
through the championship tourna-
ment?

AN: “1 think it prepared me a lot. |
think the experience of being on
big stages in the past and know-
ing that you do belong, and feeling
confident you can play on any row-
dy stageisamazing. It prepares you
for whatever’s to come, whether it's
a bad line call or a tough opponent
or people heckling in the stands.
College tennis helped me a lot, too.
You play at FSU, that’s tough. The
men’'s team is barking in your ear.
You play at [Texas] A&M and you
have the men'steamyellingatyou...
Allof that prepares you and it sucks
inthe moment, but it gets you ready
for hard things that are to come.”

HM: Whenyoulook at allthat you've
accomplished here, what has it
meant to you to be a Miami Hurri-
cane and how would you describe
your journey?

AN: “It's so hard to even put words
toit.'mso proud to be a Miami Hur-
ricane and maybe that sounds cli-
ché, but it's nothing but the truth. |
think this program and the athletic
department is so supportive of me,
of all of us. It's just been special. It's
been everything | wanted it to be.
Coming into college, | had no idea
what | was getting into. | didn't take
one recruiting trip before commit-
ting to lowa, so | was surprised in
such a great way and then to have
the opportunity to get in the trans-
fer portal and find my new home
in Miami, all the stars aligned. |
wouldn't have it any other way.”

3 MiamiHurricanes.com 41



FAMILY

By Christy Cabrera Chirinos

The conversations always seem to
start —and go —the same way.

Gary Dunn will notice someone
sporting that famous orange-and-
green “U” while sitting at the pool
or bar of his Ocean View Inn and
Sports Pub in the Florida Keys and
chuckle before wandering over to
introduce himself.

“People come in and they might not

know whose place it is or whatev-
er, but I'll see a UM hat on them, or
they'll start talking about Miami or
say they went to school there, and

I'll say, ‘Did ya?” Dunn said with

a laugh. “And then | go on and on

down the [rabbit] hole.”

It is a hole filled with Hurricanes
history and Dunn has no shortage
of stories to tell.
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TIES:

The former defensive tackle can
regale his patrons with tales from
the gridiron, both from his time at
Miami and from his 12-year NFL ca-
reer with the Pittsburgh Steelers.

He can talk about what it was like
to be a legacy football player and
what it meant to take the field at
Miami as the son of legendary Hur-
ricanes running back Eddie Dunn,
whose name filled the school re-
cord book for decades after his
playing career ended.

And if those patrons happen to be
history buffs, well, Dunn is happy
to share some rare bits of trivia: his
grandfather was Bowman Foster
Ashe, the University’s first presi-
dent. And hismother, Dorothy Ashe
Dunn, made history herself in 1985
when she became the first woman
to receive the University’s highest

Photo courtesy of:
Dunn Family

honor:inductioninto Iron Arrow.

More often than not, the storytell-
ing leaves both Dunn and his Mi-
ami-appreciating listeners smiling.

“That place has been my life,” Dunn
said of the University. “We have a
little bit of a connection to Miami.”

A “little bit” is an understatement.

That connection runs deep and
spans generations.

Dunn can still recall attending a
University function on Miami's
practice fields as a child where
his father, wearing a jacket and tie,
sprinted across Greentree.

When Dunn asked why, the answer
he got was simple.



“He said, ‘Son, we never walk on the

football field. We always run,” Dunn
said his father told him. “So, here
we are, at this fancy thing, and my
dad’s running across the field in a
suit and I'm running right there with
him. Everyone was looking and
going, ‘Well, there’'s Eddie Dunn
and Eddie Dunn’s son running right
along with him.” So, yes, my expe-
rience with Miami goes way back,
real deep.”

Given that experience, it's no sur-
prise that when it came time to

play college football himself, Dunn

found himself at Miami, just like his

father and his older brother, Bo.

And while Dunn had to navigate
a period in Miami football history
that included three different head
coaches and more than a few
struggles, he did enough during his
playing career to draw the atten-
tion of the Pittsburgh Steelers, who
made him a sixth-round draft pick
in1976.

Dunn knew he faced a challenge
making the roster in Pittsburgh,
especially with the storied Steel

Curtain defense dominating oppo-
nents on a weekly basis.

But just as he did at Miami, where
he's now enshrined in the UM
Sports Hall of Fame along with his
father, Dunn made animpression.

“When | went up there, my coach,
George Perles, said, ‘Man, how do
you know how to read this?" But
[former Hurricanes defensive line
coach Harold Allen] had been my
coach the whole time, even though
we had several head coaches and
he prepared me very well for the
game of football,” Dunn said. “l was
really a step above some of the
other guys....Ididnt realize it at the
time, but the stuff we did at Miami,
the drills, really prepared me for all
of that. It really helped.”

Dunn spent 12 seasons in Pitts-
burgh, where he won two Super
Bowls, served as a team captain
for four seasons and was named a
second-team All-Proin 1984.

He totaled 18 sacks in his career —
with one of the most memorable
coming against a fellow Hurricane,

former Buffalo Bills quarterback
Jim Kelly.

“He swears | didn't sack him, but |
did. | sacked him,” Dunn said with
a laugh. “But Jim is a friend, and
it was always great to see the
former players again. Mark Coo-
per played for the Broncos, and |
played against him in some games.
He remains a great friend. ... And
Dennis Harrah, | played against
Dennis Harrah in the Super Bowl.
And when you play against some-
one like that, you play harder. You
don'twant tobe talked dirtoninthe
offseason if they kicked your butt. ...

“But you know what? It's all Miami.
Dennis Harrah, Mark Cooper, Den-
nis Breckner, Rick Liddell, the list
goesonandonandon. Those guys
are still friends. We get together
and you would swear not even two
years have passed. Meanwhilg, it's
been, what, 40 years? We all go re-
playing stories and it's just a great
feeling.”

Those Miami friendships have

done more than make for good sto-
ries and memories.
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Once their NFL careers were over,
Dunn and Harrah — former college
roommates —both knew they want-
ed to live in the Florida Keys. What
theyd do there, though, remained a
question.

The longtime friends looked into
the possibility of franchising
restaurants on the island chain.
But it was a conversation with Joe
Roth, the late owner of the former
Holiday Isle Resort, that fostered a
new idea.

What if the two Hurricanes team-
mates dipped their own toes into
the famed Keys tourism industry?

“‘Holiday Isle owned the Ocean
View, which | own now, and Dennis
Harrah and | both said, ‘Why don't
we see if we can buy that and add
a little motel and a little bar? It's just
a little neighborhood place on the
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side of the road. Let’s try to fix it up
and then we'll try to sell it down the
road and see how we do,” Dunn
said. “So that's what we did. And
we had no clue what we were
doing. It was the school of hard
knocks. He bartended. | bartended.
We cleaned rooms. We cooked in
the kitchen. We did bathrooms. We
diditall....

‘It wasn't easy. You really had to

sit there and put in the long hours,
which everybody told me in that
business wed have to do.”

The two remained partners and
co-owners of the Ocean View for
three years before Harrah and his
family moved to California. Dunn
bought Harrah's stake in the prop-
erty and figured hed keep the
Ocean View for a few more years.

Twenty-eight years later, he and his

family still own the roadside oasis
that features more than its share of
Hurricanes and Steelers décor on
the walls.

Today, Dunn’s son—Eddie,whoalso

played at MiamiduringMark Richt's
tenure as head coach - runs the
day-to-day operations, and Dunn
says he’s grateful for all the Ocean
View has given him, his wife, Caron,
their son and daughter, Iris.

“We started off with four employ-

ees. Now we have, | think, 28 em-
ployees,” Dunn said. “It's a hard
business and you have to stay on
top of it. But when it works out, it's
very satisfying. Obviously, | raised
my family on it. ... Because of the
Ocean View, we've all lived in the
Keys,andit provided us withagreat
life. It's meant alot to look back and
see where we've come.”



None of it, Dunn says, would have
been possible without Miami and
everything the University gave him.

That’s why, even though he spends
part of his year in North Carolina
these days, he tries to make it to
South Florida as often as possible.

Among the highlights of those visits
are Miami’'s annual alumni reunion
dinners and the chance

to connect with the current Hurri-
canes, wholl start another season
in August when they travel north to
Gainesville to face rival Florida in
their season opener.

“That’s all part of it, the history, the
closeness. Older players meeting
the younger players,” Dunn said.
“It's always great to be able to get to-
gether with everybody, see some
of the younger guys and talk about

the old days and the new days. ...

“lalways like to tellthe younger guys
what they’re doing, they’re going to
remember for the rest of their lives.
It's important. Sometimes, they
think nobody cares, but you are
going to remember this time you
have at the University of Miami for
the rest of your life. ... You've got to
put in, do everything you can do to
be the best you can be and believe
me, 20, 30 years from now, when
your Kids are there, you're going to
remember it and be proud of it and
know just how importantitis.”
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CHAMPIONSHIP
MOMENTS

By Rick Remmert

As University of Miami student-ath-
letes Russell Robinson and Alexa
Noel were winning national cham-
pionships in 2024, people asked if
hitting “the daily double” during the
same academic year was a unique
accomplishment at the University
of Miami.

It was not, and not by a long shot.

When Robinson captured the
indoor triple jump in men’s track
and field and Noel won the singles
championship in women’s tennis,
it marked the second time in six
seasons and the 30th time in Hur-
ricanes history that The U had won
two or more team and/or individ-
ual national championships in the
same year.

Miami's most recent uber achiev-
ers added the latest exclamation
points to the sterling national
championship resumes of their
distinguished coaches.

Robinson, a senior jumper, be-
came the 16th national championin

34 seasons for Amy Deem, Miami’s

Director of Track and Field & Cross

Country.

Noel, a redshirt junior, meanwhile,
became the third singles champi-
on in 23 seasons for Paige Yaro-
shuk-Tews, the Hurricanes' Direc-
tor of Men’s and Women's Tennis
and head women'’s tennis coach.

Miami’'s most prolific mentor is the
legendary Randy Ableman, who
just completed his 35th season at
the helm of Miami’s diving program.
Ableman has coached Hurricane
divers to 26 individual national
championships.

Highlighted by a 31-year unbroken
streak of winning at least one team
or individual national champion-
ship from 1972 to 2002, there have
only been 11 of 55 seasons since
1970 where the University of Mi-

ami did not achieve the pinnacle in
team or individual recognition.

National championships are in The
U's DNA with an honor roll that in-
cludes 106 titles: 21 team titles and
85 individual crowns.

Men have captured 14 of the team
awards, with women winning sev-
en. The individual national champi-
onship breakdown is a virtual dead
heat, 43 for men and 42 for women.

Polo earned Miami's first team
championships, winning four in a
row from 1947-50. Tennis legend
Francisco “Pancho” Segura cap-
tured the Hurricanes’ first four in-
dividual titles, taking the men'’s sin-
gles three straight seasons from
1943-45, and adding the doubles
crown in 1945 with partner Thom-
as Burke.

Women’s golf and football are tied
for most team titles, each with five.



UM'’s golf program won its quintet
across a 15-year span: 1970-72
under coach Bill Heuson, back-to-
backin1977 and 1978 under coach
Norm Parsons, and in 1984 under
coach Lela Cannon.

Football achieved its five champi-
onships over a 19-year span: 1983
(coach Howard Schnellenberger),
1987 (Jimmy Johnson), 1989-91
(Dennis Erickson) and 2001 (Larry
Coker).

Polo and baseball come next with
four titles each. Under coach
George Oliver, polo won consecu-
tive championships from 1947-50.
Baseball saw two College World
Series wins apiece by legendary
coaches Ron Fraser (1982-85)
and Jim Morris (1999-2001).

Women’'s swimming and diving, led

by coaches Bill Diaz and Charlie
Hodgson, won back-to-back team
titles in 1975 and 1976. And under
the program’s founding coach Joe

“Okie” O’'Connor, men’s rowing cap-

tured its national championship in
1988.

Multiple national champion-
ship-winning individuals are led by
the five titles each by Gillian Russell
in women'’s track and field, and by
women’'s swimmer J.B. Buchanan.

Four-time champions include Se-
gura in men’s tennis, plus men's
divers Dean Panaro, Tyce Routson,
and Rio Ramirez.

Three-time champs include men’s
swimmer David Wilkie and div-
er Greg Louganis; and women’s
swimmers Robin Brannman and
Jodi Yambor.

Two-time titlists include women'’s
swimmers Sharon Berg, Dawn
Frady, and Pat Hines; men’'s swim-
mer Matt Gribble; men's and wom-
en's divers Bryan Gillooly, Jenny
Keim and Brittany Viola; and Davi-
an Clarke and Kimberli Barrett from
men's and women'’s track and field.

With one of the most storied ac-
ademic and athletic legacies in
American higher education, the
University of Miami has developed
into a national championship incu-
bator where student-athletes ar-
rive with promise and depart with

glory.

For a complete list of Miami's na-
tional championship teams and
individuals, go to our website: mi-
amihurricanes.com, click on Inside
The U, and then click on History.
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By Christy Cabrera Chirinos

In April, the University and the
athletic department honored
some of Miami's brightest
young women at the 10th an-
nual Celebration of Women'’s
Athletics presented by adidas,
held at the Donna E. Shalala
Student Center on campus.

More than 350 attendees
filled the third-floor ballroom
where former Hurricanes
track and field student-ath-
lete Michelle Atherley — the
2019 NCAA champion in the
pentathlon — and others, in-
cluding Vice President/Di-
rector of Athletics Dan Ra-
dakovich, University trustee
Laurie Silvers, Deputy Direc-
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tor of Athletics Rachelle Paul,
ESPN personality and former
Hurricanes volleyball stand-
out Christine Williamson and
Miami’s Director of Men's and
Women’s Tennis and head
women's tennis coach Paige
Yaroshuk-Tews, celebrated
the honorees accomplish-
ments in the classroom, the
community and in their re-
spective sports.

Withthe eventmarkingits10th
anniversary, there was also a
focus not just on the current
student-athletes making an
impact on Miami, but on some
of the pioneers who came be-
fore them, including Isabella

Hutchison, who served as the
women's athletic director at
Miamifrom1965 through 1979
and former women’'s basket-
ball coach Katie Meier, who
retired earlier this year after
coaching the Hurricanes for
19 seasons.

“It's hard to put into words
how special this is, to recog-
nize the tremendous accom-
plishments of our female stu-
dent-athletes,” Paul said. “To
hear their names, and to know
they are competing at the
highest levelintheir sports, it’s
wonderful to see.”
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ATHLETIC DIRECTOR'S SOCIETY MEMBERS

Adam Horowitz
Adrianne Mittentag
Alex Rodriguez
Allan Soto

Andrew Labarbera
Angel Camacho
Anthony T. Abraham
Arlene Lo

Art & Tammy Deas
B.J. Abolt

Barbara Havenick and
Family

Barry Postman
Berlin Family Charitable
Foundation

Bill Bice

Bill Grimes

Bill Schwartz

Bill Temple

Bob & Tracey Early
Bob Denholtz

Bob Gross

Brad Buchanan

*BARRETT LAZARUS
*BRADLEY COHEN
*CAROL SOFFER
*DANIEL LAMBERT
*DIMARE HOMESTEAD INC.
*EDWARD DAUER
*FMSBONDS

*FRED BERENS
*HARRY MURPHY
*JEFF GUMENICK
*JERRY PUTNAM
*JOSE IGLESIAS

*JUDI NEWMAN
*MANUEL KADRE
*MASTEC, INC.

*NICK MENAS

*RYAN RUDD

*SCOTT MUELLER
*STUART MILLER

*T. KENDALL HUNT
*THOMAS ADAMS
ADAM E. CARLIN
ADIDAS

ADRIANNE MITTENTAG
AGM INDUSTRIES
ALFONSO FANJUL
Allan Herbert
ANDREW LABARBERA
ANDREW RUDNICK
ANGEL CAMACHO
ANTHONY CAPPARELLI
ANTHONY T. ABRAHAM
ANTONIO ARGIZ

ARON NUSBAUM

Carolyn Sanborn
Cerrone Family

Chad Brenner
Charitable Trust

Charles M. Durham Jr.
Christopher Marrero and
Family

Chuck Many

Cindy Sanborn

Correoso Family

D.W. Porto

Daniel Greenleaf

Dave McCadam

David Wyler

Dean Z. Myers and Family
Dennis Webb

Devang Desai

Dorothy and Dean Serure
Ed Williamson

Edward Jones

Emy and Tony Upshaw
Francesco M. Zampogna
Frank Mennella

Fred Berens
Freedland Family
Gene and Andreina
Kissane and Family
George and Caralleen
Kitchens

Greg Roth
Hasenoehrl Family
Henry Z. Norton
Hertz Family

Isa Rodriguez

Jack Reise

James Sallah
Jamie Boone 83
Jeff Kinkead

Jerry G. Campos
Jerry Sokol

Jim Chaltas
Jimmy Klotz

Joel & Rachel Kaminster
John J. O'Neill
John M. Della Bella
John Ruzich

Johnny Taylor

Jon Channing
Jonathan and Christy
Leyva

Jose Iglesias

Jose Puig

Joseph Paluzzi

JR Toothman

Lionel Torres

Lonnie Berry

Lynda Gordon
Marilyn Bateman
Mark E. Rousso

Mark Schroeder
Mary Anne Biddiscombe
Matthew Middelthon
Mayra Ruiz

Mead & Judy Mccabe
Michael Diaz, Jr.
Michael H. Labban
Mike Bigger

Mike Fonseca

Peter DeGeorge

Peter Troob
Richard Kinne
Richard Pitofsky
Ricky Guerrero
Robert A. Ninez, M.D.
Robert Korn
Robert S. Porges
Ron Berkowitz

Roy May

Ruben Rayneri
Ryan Rudd

Sandy Nusbaum
Sean Fetterman
Serge L. Mansur
Seth Kuker

Soto Family
Stephen A. Marino
Steven and Kris Etter
Steven Goldberg
Stuart Miller

Suzy Wilkoff

The Apatoff Family
The Bond Family

GOLDEN CANES DONORS

BAILEY FOUNDATION INC
BANK OF AMERICA

BEN REID

BILL BICE

BILL TEMPLE

BOB GROSS

BOB NAMOFF

BOB PARKS

BRADLEY COHEN

BRENDAN SMITH

BRETT BEVERIDGE

BRIAN BAER

BRIAN KESSLER

BROAD HOLLOW ESTATES INC.
BRUCE MARX

BRUCE SCHEINER

BRUCE SIMBERG

BURDETTE BECKMANN, INC.
CERRONE FAMILY
CHRISTIAN WILSON

CHRISTOPHER MARRERO AND FAMILY

CLAUDINE CLAUS

COLLEEN SCHIFF

CYNTHIA SANBORN

D.W. PORTO

DAN SMITH

DANIEL GREENLEAF

DAUER FAMILY FOUNDATION
DAVID DEUTCH

DAVID MONTLICK

DAVID WYLER

DEAN Z. MYERS AND FAMILY
DEL VECCHIO FAMILY
DEMETRIO PEREZ

DODD CLASEN

DOROTHY AND DEAN SERURE
DR. LEE KAPLAN

EDWARD DAUER

ERIC ISICOFF

ERIC SULZBERGER

ERNESTO VALDES

"EUGENE SCHNEUR"

FAITH CANTRELL

FOWLER, WHITE, BURNETT, P.A.
FRANK JIMENEZ

FRANK MENNELLA

FRANK SPENO

FREEDLAND FAMILY
FREEDLAND FAMILY
GENERAL ASPHALT CO.

GEORGE AND CARALLEEN KITCHENS

GERALD MOORE
GINO DIMARE

GLEN WALDMAN
GOLDSMITH FAMILY FOUNDATION
GRUBERG FAMILY
GUY RASCO

HARRY MURPHY
HENRY Z. NORTON
HERTZ FAMILY
HOWARD ELIAS
IGNACIO URBIETA
ISA RODRIGUEZ
Jack Reise

JACK STEWART
JASON SQUILLANTE
JAVIER E. POLIT
JAY MASSIRMAN

JEFF GUMENICK

JEFF KINKEAD

JEFFREY BERKOWITZ
JEFFREY BROWN
JEFFREY TAYLOR

JEREMY FERNANDES
JERRY G. CAMPOS

JERRY PUTNAM

JERRY SOKOL

JIMMY GONZALEZ

JOEL PIOTRKOWSKI

JOEL RONKIN

JOHN AND CHERYL DIAZ
Jon-Paul Toppino
JONATHAN AND CHRISTY LEYVA
JORGE PEREZ

JOSE ARMARIO

JOSE GARRIDO

JOSE PEREZ

JOSE PUIG

JOSE SOUTO

JOSEPH LAPADULA

JOSH AND BEN WANDER
JUDI NEWMAN

JUDY & MEAD MCCABE
JULIO DEL REY

KENNETH D. ULLMAN
KENNETH GARDNER-SMITH
KEY CARTS

KIM CABAN

KIMBERLY AND GEOFFREY MANNA
KING OCEAN AGENCY, INC.
LANCE IVEY

LAWRENCE SOLOMON

LEE MONAHAN
LELAND STANSELL
LORENZO BERRY Il
LOUIS WOLFSON
MANNY FUENTES
MARC AND JERILYNN GIDNEY
MARIANO MACIAS
MARILYN BATEMAN
MARK BLANK

MARK HILLDEBRANDT
MARK SQUILLANTE
MARY ANNE BIDDISCOMBE
MAYRA RUIZ
MICHAEL H. LABBAN
MICHAEL RYAN RUIZ
MICHAEL WOHL
MYRON STAYMAN
PAUL FELSEN

PAUL POSOLI
RANDY PARKS

RAUL ALVAREZ

RAY APPLEBAUM
RAYNA HOWSE
RICHARD CELLER
RICHARD GRIFFIN
RICHARD KWAL
RICHARD LAMPEN
ROBERT BARBONI
ROBERT BEYER
ROBERT BROCKWAY
Robert Gonzalez
ROBERT MCGEE

RON SIMON
RUSSELL LANDY

The Coe Family

The Del Vecchio Family
The Gruberg Family
The Moskowitz Law Firm
The Schneur Family
Thomas W. Balcom
Todd D. Plosker

Todd P. Branning
Torres Family

Warren Savery

Wayne Chaplin

William & Yani Rubio

In Memoriam:
Bob Staub

Paul Dimare
Stephen Symons

This list includes three
anonymous donors.

SAM COVELLI

SANDY NUSBAUM

SANTIAGO CHI

SCOTT MUELLER

SCOTT TETREAULT

SEAN FETTERMAN

SHANNON OJEDA

SOUTHERN WINE & SPIRITS OF
AMERICA, INC.

STAMPS FAMILY CHARITABLE
FOUNDATION

STEVEN AND KRIS ETTER
STEVEN HAGEN

SUSAN SYMONS

T. KENDALL HUNT

THE CHARLES E. COBB FAMILY
FOUNDATION

THE FRANCIEN & LEE RUWITCH
FOUNDATION

THE LAW OFFICES OF DENNIS L.
WEBB

THOMAS FLANAGAN

THOMAS JONES

THOMAS PRINTWORKS
VALERIO TOY0S

VECTOR GROUP

WAYNE AND PATRICIA CASE
WAYNE BECKNER

WILLIAM AND JODY THACHER
WILLIAM BRICKMAN

WILLIAM HELLER
WILLIAMSON CADILLAC INC.

* Designated by Champions Member
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